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Appendix A. Biographical Information for Lead Authors 
 
Human Health Lead Author 
Dr. Kristie L. Ebi is a Senior Managing Scientist in Exponent’s Health Sciences practice and is 
based in Alexandria, VA. Dr. Ebi is an epidemiologist who has worked in the field of global 
climate change for eight years. Her research focuses on potential impacts of climate variability 
and change, including impacts associated with extreme events, thermal stress, food-borne 
diseases, and vector-borne diseases, and on the design of adaptation response options to reduce 
current and projected future negative impacts. Before joining Exponent, she conducted research 
while at the Electric Power Research Institute and the WHO European Centre for Environment 
and Health in Rome, Italy. She is chief editor of the upcoming book “Integration of Public 
Health with Adaptation to Climate Change: Lessons Learned and New Directions.” She is a Lead 
Author for the Human Health chapter of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Fourth 
Assessment Report. She was a Convening Lead Author on the WHO publication: Methods of 
Assessing Human Health Vulnerability and Public Health Adaptation to Climate Change, and 
she has been Lead Author in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the U.S. National 
Assessment of the Potential Consequences of Climate Variability and Change. Dr. Ebi has more 
than 25 years of multidisciplinary experience in environmental issues, and has more than 50 
publications. Dr. Ebi’s scientific training includes a M.S. in toxicology and a Ph.D. and MPH in 
epidemiology, and two years of postgraduate research in epidemiology at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 
 
Human Welfare Lead Author 
Dr. Frances Sussman is an independent consultant experienced in a range of analytical and 
policy topics related to the environment and economics. For the past 13 years she has worked 
almost exclusively on international and domestic climate change issues, including impacts and 
adaptation, emissions trading, emissions inventory uncertainty, international policy options, and 
forestry. Within the context of climate change, she has completed several projects related to 
valuation. For the US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), she prepared a paper 
summarizing and evaluating the arguments made by ecologists and economists for and against 
current ecosystem valuation techniques and methods used by economists in benefit-cost 
analyses. She also prepared a brief, unifying framework for understanding market and non-
market valuation categories in the context of the national climate impacts assessment, and the 
economic (and non-economic) values placed on natural and human resources potentially affected 
by climate change. More generally, she has co-authored a number of articles on the economic 
analysis of environmental issues, including valuation of life and discounting, which have 
appeared in peer-reviewed journals. Over the years, she has assisted in defining the analytical 
frameworks for several assessments of the potential benefits of proposed environmental 
regulation (primarily toxic substances and pesticides), and supervised supporting, targeted 
literature reviews on market and non-market values of both ecosystems (specifically birds and 
waterfowl) and human mortality and morbidity. Dr. Sussman is also experienced in synthesizing 
and presenting research and papers conducted by multiple authors. Her work in this arena 
includes assisting USEPA in preparing early versions of the national climate impacts assessment, 
an effort that required combining and unifying papers from diverse disciplines. She also was the 
primary author of a synthesis report for EPA entitled "Climate Change Mitigation Strategies in 
the US Forestry and Agriculture Sectors." More recently, she was lead author on a report for 
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USEPA synthesizing, summarizing, and analyzing three place-based assessments currently being 
funded by USEPA. Prior to consulting independently in 2000, she was a Project Manager at ICF 
Consulting for 9 years. Her additional experience includes employment at the Congressional 
Budget Office, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis at the Department of Commerce. She received a Ph.D. in Economics from the 
University of Maryland in 1986. 
 
Human Settlements Lead Author 
Dr. Thomas J. Wilbanks is a Corporate Research Fellow at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
and leads the Laboratory’s Global Change and Developing Country Programs. Dr. Wilbanks is a 
past President of the Association of American Geographers (AAG), one of only two non-
academics to serve as the president in its more than 100 years, and has been awarded a number 
of honors in that field. He conducts research and publishes extensively on such issues as 
sustainable development, energy and environmental policy, responses to global climate change, 
and the role of geographical scale in all of these regards (i.e., global to local scales and how scale 
differences and interactions matter). Dr. Wilbanks played roles in the Global Change and Local 
Areas project of the Association of American Geographers (1995-2000); the first U.S. National 
Assessment of Possible Consequences of Climate Variability and Change (1997-2000); the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group II (Impacts, Adaptation, 
and Vulnerability) Third Assessment Report; and aspects of the UNEP et al. Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment related to issues of geographic scale and regional and local assessments. 
More recently, he is serving as Coordinating Lead Author for the IPCC’s Fourth Assessment 
Report, Working Group II, Chapter 7: Industry, Settlement, and Society. He is a member of the 
Board on Earth Sciences and Resources of the U.S. National Research Council (NRC) and Chair 
of NRC’s Committee on Human Dimensions of Global Change. He is also a member of the 
Scientific Steering Group for the U.S. Carbon Cycle Research Program, a member of the Panel 
on Earth Science Applications and Societal Needs of the NRC “decadal study” of Earth Science 
and Applications from Space: A Community Assessment and Strategy for the Future, a member 
of a current NRC panel on public participation in environmental assessment and decision-
making, and a member of the Steering Group for an NAS/NRC Urban Sustainability Project 
being initiated in 2005. 


